
THE BOOK OF JONAH 
Dave Halley
Dave Halley will be leading a class on the 
Book of Jonah on Yom Kippur morning at 
9am.  The class will focus a variety of themes, 
including:
-The historical context and time period when 
the book was likely authored
-The Midrash and what it says about Jonah
-Reexamining the Book of Jonah as a parody 
or satire

On this, the most solemn and Holy day 
of the year, there must have been a really 
good reason for the Rabbis to include this 
seemingly fantastic work of fiction into the 
liturgy.  Join Dave Yom Kippur morning to 
dig in and discover why.

Dave Halley is a former social worker, turned 
UN Humanitarian Aid worker, turned Healer/
Handyman.  He was raised in a semi-religious 
Conservative household in Burlington, 
VT.  He did his obligatory “year in Israel” 
during college, lived on Kibbutz, took Ulpan 
classes and attended Bar-Ilan university for a 
semester.  He earned an MSW from UVM in 
‘97, then spent a decade living and working 
in the Balkans before returning to the US in 
2006.  He relocated to the Berkshires almost 
a decade ago and has been teaching in 
Hevreh’s religious school ever since.  He 
sings in the choir, sits on various committees, 
and is an active member of the congregation 
and the Berkshire community.

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 28 
@ 9 AM

SPIRITUALITY AND POETRY
Rabbi Rachel Hurtzman
As we navigate social distancing, we may experience some spiritual distancing, as well. Poetry 
fills our spirits. We will explore poems that offer connection and renewal for the New Year, and 
will take some time for our own writing.

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 28 
@ 1 PM

GUIDED MEDITATION
Larry Bronstein
It has been an honor and privilege to be part 
of Hevreh’s “shofar team” every year and 
over the years Larry has also helped facilitate 
a peer led meditation period during the 
Yom Kippur afternoon break. This year has 
been challenging for all of us as our country 
and the world navigates a pandemic. We 
invite you to come together during our 
Yom Kippur introspective hour for a guided 
contemplative journey from grief to hope. 
No previous experience in meditation is 
necessary to join us. All are welcome.

Larry Bronstein has been a member of our 
Hevreh community since the mid 1990’s 
along with his wife Nancy. Their 4 children 
have all been through Hevreh’s educational 
programs and had their B’not Mitzvah and 
bar mitzvah at Hevreh. 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 28 
@ 12 PM



WELCOMING THE STRANGER: 
MOVING BEYOND HOSPITALITY IN 
AN AGE OF #BLACKLIVESMATTER
Jennie Kassanoff

The Torah enjoins us on more than 36 
occasions to take care of the stranger — far 
more than it asks us to observe the Sabbath 
or any other law. Hospitality, however, is a 
problematic paradigm for political alliances 
in an age of #BlackLivesMatter. In this session, 
we will consider why this is so by applying 
historical examples from Reconstruction 
and the Civil Rights era to the present day.

Jennie Kassanoff is the Adolph S. and 
Effie Ochs Professor of American Studies 
and History at Barnard College, Columbia 
University, where she is a Professor of 
English. She is the author of Edith Wharton 
and the Politics of Race (Cambridge UP, 
2004) and is completing a literary history of 
the Voting Rights Act entitled Voter Writes: 
Race, Gender and the Ballot.

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 28 
@ 2 PM

REGISTER FOR 
A SMALL GROUP @

HEVREH.ORG/HOLIDAYS

Yom Kippur is an all-day affair. 

Spend the day with Hevreh between services, 
learning with members of our community on topics 

of both spiritual import and current relevance.


